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General Process 

Locate Area of Interest by 
typing and address or name of 
location into the search bar as 
shown in Slide 4.

Save an Image

Save an Image after 
annotating to display changes 
in a file elsewhere(ex. Prezi or 
Report). Follow the process 
on Slides 12-13

Locate Area of Interest

Annotate the Area by adding 
pins/placemarks, polygons, 
paths, and measurements as 
needed. These can be added 
in one location over a series of 
time intervals or in multiple 
locations to show a similar 
change observed. Additional 
Information on Annotating 
can be seen on Slides 6-11.

Annotate the Area

*A more detailed description of the process can be seen in the Google Earth Tutorial Video in Supplemental Materials for this project 
at https://digital.wpi.edu/ by using the browser to locate Puerto Rico projects and then searching with the project title “La Plata Nature 
Refuge: Assessing Land Change”

https://digital.wpi.edu/


Zoom in and out by 
dragging the bar, clicking 
plus or minus, or scrolling 
you mouse

Use this to move around 
the map. You can also 
left click the mouse and 
drag

Rotate the view by clicking 
the arrows or dragging the N 
around the circle

To save click file, save, 
save my places( to only 
save a particular folder 
or feature click on it 
first in the places box 
below)

Scroll through here to see you saved 
folders, pins, polygons, paths, 
measurements etc. All pins, polygons, 
paths etc can be edited by right clicking on 
them here and selecting properties

Add in saved layers 
like municipality 
names, boarders, park 
locations etc.

Click here to 
add a pin

Click here to 
add a polygon

Click here to 
add a path

Click here to flip 
through historical 
satellite images

Click here to 
add/take a 
measurement

Click here to 
save an image



Type location of interest into 
search bar and click search. 
The map will automatically 
move to that searched location

Search A Location



Right click on My Places or 
other preferred location, click 
add, click Folder

You can also click and 
drag all folders, paths, 
polygons, pins etc into 
a new folder. Or drag 
them around to reorder 
them in this view

Add A Folder



Tools Guide

Pins/Placemarks(Slides 7): This tool can be used to mark a particular coordinate or location of interest. 
Labels on the marking can be used to explain what the location is. For example, marking coordinates and 
labeling construction site 1.

Polygons(Slide 8): This tool can be used to outline a boundary of an area of interest. 

Paths(Slide 9): This tool can be used to trace changes along the river’s edge to show change in water level. It can also be 
used to draw areas of vegetation loss or development.

Measurements(Slide 10): This tool can be used to take measurements of lines(straight), paths, and polygon perimeters or 
areas.

History(Slide 11): This tool helps you view the same location at different points in time. This helps to see how land, 
waterways, vegetation and development have h changed. You can also use this tool to view the location before and after a 
major weather event. 



Pins/Placemarks

Click here to 
change icon 
shape and 
color(right)

Click here to 
change color, size, 
and opacity of pin 
and pin label

Click here to 
add a pin label

Drag pin to preferred location 
on map or type in 
coordinates here

When done click ok When done selecting an icon shape 
and color click ok



Polygons

Click here to 
change color and 
opacity of polygon 
line and shaded 
inner area

Click here to add 
a polygon label

Click here to 
change preference 
between only 
outlines, only filled 
or both

When done click ok

Drag cursor or click points in 
order to form the shape of your 
desired polygon



Paths

Click here to 
change color and 
opacity of path

Click here to add 
a path label

When done click ok

Drag cursor in order to form the 
shape of your desired path



Measurements
Select what type of 
measurement you would 
like to make

Click here to change 
units

Once done click save and move the 
measurement from temporary places to your 
desired folder or click clear to start over

click point(s) in order to 
form the shape of your 
desired measurement



Slide tab on bar to see 
satellite images at different 
times

Click here to move forward 
or back in time by one 
image

Use this image date. Sometimes the one 
in the history bar is not accurate. Place 
your cursor over the image area to see 
the imagery date below.

History



Save Image

Click here to edit 
map title

Click here to edit 
Legend



Use map options to 
change view then click 
save image and select 
your prefered saved 
location in documents

Save Image


