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service of the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC). That enlarged master database was then sorted 
into two new data sets according to the publication date and the location where each item was issued.  

That sorting process, put these gathered records into a form that allowed for a ready comparison to the 
imprints described in the numerous reference sources that are still in use by bibliographers today. Those 
sources include the long-standard national bibliographies compiled by Charles Evans, Ralph R. Shaw & 
Richard H. Shoemaker, Roger P. Bristol, Clarence S. Brigham, Winifred Gregory, and Ray O. Hummel, 
Jr., as well as the Virginia specific lists created by Earle Gregg Swem, William Clayton-Torrence, Delf 
Norona & Charles Shetler, and Lester J. Cappon (a full list of the sources used here can be found in the 
accompanying project bibliography). This routine yielded a composite imprint record for each title 
contained in either the database, the reference works, or both. Accordingly, each of these composite 
records notes any item number connected to that title in whatever reference work it was listed, as well as 
the standard bibliographic information normally detailed in any library-catalogue record.  

With a composite record in hand, a search for each title was conducted in various collections of digitized 
imprints online, primarily in America's Historical Imprints (a Readex/NewsBank service), the Internet 
Archive, and Google Books. If a digital copy of that title was found, the image was checked against the 
composite record for accuracy, principally in the wording of the title, the printing office and place of 
production, and the format in which it was printed, if discernable. The imprint image was also examined 
for internal evidence that could provide additional unrecorded information, particularly the context and 
personalities tied to its publication; any such information discovered was added to the note field in that 
particular record, as well as that of any other imprint linked to it, such as all of the Virginia-issued titles 
involved in an ongoing exchange of political or religious pamphlets. Each record was then given a short 
title form of the longer, formal title; this assignment allows for a standardization of titles for recurring 
publications, such as Assembly proceedings and branded almanacs. Then to complete the enhanced 
record, IVP identification-numbers for the trades-people involved in that title's publication were entered 
into an appropriate cross-reference field. 

Lastly, the completed records were sorted chronologically by the place of publication. Those records for 
titles tied to the meetings of the General Assembly were usually the most straightforward to sort, as their 
dating could be discerned from the published journals of each session. And as the Assembly met most 
often in the winter, this Index generally clusters those imprint records in the months that ended one year 
and began the next. Similarly, almanacs were normally produced in the early fall each year, meaning 
that any multiple titles issued in any particular place, such as Richmond, were clustered in that year's 
listing for that locale. Dates for broadsides were regularly found internally, as they were habitually 
published as public notices for dated events, whether advertisements or official declarations. Once so 
ordered, each imprint record was assigned a two-part identifier, with the year of publication preceding a 
number indicating its place in that year's date sequence (as in 1776.001). After 1780, Richmond titles 
usually come after those generated by the Assembly at the start of each year, with imprint records from 
other localities following alphabetically, from Abingdon to Wythe, before a listing of those titles 
associated with the ensuing Assembly session closes out that year.  

Within this schema, there is ample room for expansion, when necessary, by simply adding records that 
conform to the numerical sequence at the end of each year's group. Such flexibility is what this 
numbering system was intended to facilitate, recognizing that more titles are likely to be revealed in the 
future, even while such additions will deviate from the original arrangement. This approach runs counter 
to the title-based ordering employed by previous print-based bibliographies, so allowing for uncommon 
search strategies, ones that do not rely on titles or locations alone, as those aging standards long have, 
while retaining an easily managed configuration.   
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