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Goal 
The goal of this project was to create a searchable 

library of named historical sites and individuals in Rock 
Creek Park that provides an easily accessible platform for 
researching those sites and the little-known histories and 

contributions of African Americans.
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Objective 1

Research and organize the 
obscured information from 
selected named locations and 
individuals in Rock Creek Park 
that lack historical data.
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Peirce Mill 
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Objective 2 

Create and develop an 

expandable, publicly available 

library of historical information 

for the identified sites and 

individuals
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River in Peirce Mill



Background
✗ Obscured history:

✗ African American History

■ Systemic Racism  

✗ Indigenous History 

✗ General History

■ Lack of.. 55
Fort Reno Paper, 1900’s DC History Center 



Methodology 

✗ Historical information found through:

✗ Interviews

✗ Websites

■ NPS Data Store 

✗ Libraries, museums, sites

■ DC History Center Klingle Mansion DC History Center 6



Results: Interviews 
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✗ Bradley Krueger (Cultural Resources Mgr, RCP)

✗ Bryan Joyner (Deputy Supt./Historian, RCP)

✗ Marvin Tupper Jones (Chowan Discovery Group)

✗ Patricia Tyson (Military Road School Preservation Trust)

✗ Dr. Carroll Gibbs (Historian/Professor and Author)



Results: Library
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Developed a library 
with 19 Rock Creek 

Park historical sites and 
individuals 



✗ Sherrill Drive

✗ Miller Cabin

✗ Milkhouse Ford

✗ Fort Reno Park

✗ Soapstone Valley 

✗ Peirce Mill

✗ Klingle Mansion 9



RCP Historical Figures
✗ Elizabeth Proctor Thomas

✗ Sarah Whitby

✗ Hattie Sewell

✗ Isaac Peirce

✗ Joaquin Miller

✗ James Bryce Historical Society of Washington. (n.d.) Elizabeth Thomas [Photograph]. 
Brightwood, DC. https://www.nps.gov/articles/featured_stories_thomas.htm
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Results (Data Template)

Full page example
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Results
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EhDVsQMfqCobvPhQ_WctTQhs4Z7QIlmP5qOJMyeGrCg/edit


NPS Recommendations



Improve & Provide Signage
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Lepore, Adam. (2022). Defamed Signage [Photograph]. Tenleytown. Washington DC



Collaborate With Others 
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Future Project Guidebook
✗ Preliminary list of the sites and individuals of interest
✗ Provide a preliminary list of contacts
✗ Communicate with superintendent and other park staff 
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Future Project Guidebook
✗ Utilize resources such as the NPS Datastore 

website, visit museums/ libraries 
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https://irma.nps.gov/DataStore/
https://irma.nps.gov/DataStore/


Expand Library & Its Availability
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Any questions?
Thank you!


