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SOLSMART IS A NATIONAL 
PROGRAM THAT 

RECOGNIZES PLACES THAT 
HAVE DEMONSTRATED 

SOLAR LEADERSHIP.
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HOW TO ACHIEVE A SOLSMART 
DESIGNATION
1. SOLAR STATEMENT 2. ZONING REVIEW
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Prerequisite criteria + sufficient points = SolSmart designation

All Criteria Award 0, 5, 10, or 20 points
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BRONZE

3 prerequisites
+
60 points

SILVER

Bronze status
+
4 prerequisites
+
100 points

Key:
 
 Discretionary criteria 
  (all non-prerequisite criteria)

 Platinum prerequisites 
 Gold prerequisites
 Silver prerequisites
 Bronze prerequisites

Discretionary 
Criteria

Prerequisite
Criteria



HOW TO ACHIEVE A SOLSMART 
DESIGNATION
3. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 4. DESIGNATION
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NANTUCKET IS A SOLAR 
LEADER
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Image Credits:
Surfside: https://nantucket-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/45545/Town-Powers-Up-First-Municipal-Solar-Project-at-the-Surfside-

Wastewater-Treatment-Plant-Press-Release-PDF; solar map: https://web.archive.org/web/20231208144413/https:/www.nantucket-
ma.gov/1156/Solar-Map-Resources; Additional images provided by the Town of Nantucket Energy Office 

https://nantucket-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/45545/Town-Powers-Up-First-Municipal-Solar-Project-at-the-Surfside-Wastewater-Treatment-Plant-Press-Release-PDF
https://nantucket-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/45545/Town-Powers-Up-First-Municipal-Solar-Project-at-the-Surfside-Wastewater-Treatment-Plant-Press-Release-PDF
https://web.archive.org/web/20231208144413/https:/www.nantucket-ma.gov/1156/Solar-Map-Resources
https://web.archive.org/web/20231208144413/https:/www.nantucket-ma.gov/1156/Solar-Map-Resources


OBJECTIVES
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Recommend 
Path to Gold 

Status

Update and 
Enhance Web 

Resources

Identify 
Potential 

Improvements

Develop and 
Execute Plan

Determine 
Silver 

Requirements



RESULTS
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SOLSMART POINTS AS OF 12/12

• 215 of the 100 points required for SolSmart Silver status

• Silver prerequisites

• Solar Landing Page
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50



SOLAR LANDING PAGE
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UPDATED FAQS PERMITTING 
CHECKLIST

BAR GRAPHS UPDATED SOLAR 
MAP



UPDATED FAQS
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MORE QUESTIONS UPDATED ANSWERS



PERMITTING CHECKLIST

• Permitting Checklist 

shows:

• Required Permits

• Permit Fees

• And more!
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RESIDENTIAL SOLAR 
INSTALLATIONS

CUMULATIVE INCREASE IN 
RESIDENTIAL KILOWATT CAPACITY

RESIDENTIAL INSTALLATIONS
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* The Local Solar Rebate Began in 2017

**



SOLAR MAP
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Image from updated 

Google My Map: 

https://www.google.com/m

aps/d/viewer?mid=1QPC0

CkD1Mr7IVLUhXSssCZF-

OnEzyBw&ll=41.301546720

132116%2C-

70.09520194520087&z=12 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1QPC0CkD1Mr7IVLUhXSssCZF-OnEzyBw&ll=41.301546720132116%2C-70.09520194520087&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1QPC0CkD1Mr7IVLUhXSssCZF-OnEzyBw&ll=41.301546720132116%2C-70.09520194520087&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1QPC0CkD1Mr7IVLUhXSssCZF-OnEzyBw&ll=41.301546720132116%2C-70.09520194520087&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1QPC0CkD1Mr7IVLUhXSssCZF-OnEzyBw&ll=41.301546720132116%2C-70.09520194520087&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1QPC0CkD1Mr7IVLUhXSssCZF-OnEzyBw&ll=41.301546720132116%2C-70.09520194520087&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1QPC0CkD1Mr7IVLUhXSssCZF-OnEzyBw&ll=41.301546720132116%2C-70.09520194520087&z=12


RECOMMENDATIONS
&

CONCLUSION
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ACHIEVE SILVER STATUS
• Most of the work is complete

• Nantucket has earned 165 of the 100 required 

points for Silver status

• Prerequisites:

☑ Staff Training

☑ Zoning Determination letter

☐ Solar Landing Page 
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SILVER

January 2024



COMPLETE GOLD PREREQUISITES

• With completion of Silver,

• 215/200 Gold point requirement

• Gold prerequisites:

• Codify solar by right use

• Zoning Barrier Removal

• 3-day Permit turnaround time
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GOLD

TBD



MAINTAIN SOLAR LANDING PAGE

• Quarterly update the Solar Map

• Creating instructions for 

sponsor

• Update other resources:

• Permitting Checklist

• FAQs
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AMENDMENTS TO PERMITTING PROCESS

• Digitize the permitting process

• Develop "solar-only“ permits:

• The Historic District Commission’s Certificate of 

Appropriateness

• Building
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NANTUCKET IS A SOLAR LEADER
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Images provided by the 
Nantucket Energy Office
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THANK YOU!
QUESTIONS?
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