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Aizome artisan Riku Matsuzaki’s art exhibition
at the Myoshin-ji Keishun-in temple

OUR GOAL

Understand the historical prevalence, cultural value, and
social significance of traditional indigo dyeing to Japanese
culture.

The scope of our project includes interviewing
communities within Kyoto and Tokushima, Japan
currently affected by and involved in traditional indigo
dyeing.




METHODS

* [nterviews
o Art Students
o Artisans
o Farmers
o Storekeepers
e Museum Visits
e Indigo Workshops
e Mapping
e Website & Social Media
e Photography
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A map of indigo locations we visited



WHAT IS AIZOME?
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Indigo scarves drying in the wind at Yoneda Kyoko’s studio, Jikonka
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TIMELINE & TYPES OF INDIGO

1897CE: Synthetic Indigo
Invented

Indigo Production Moves

to North America

Eurpoean Woad Industry Collapses
1498CE: Sea Route from Europe to China and India Discovered
Indigo Demand Sees
Massive Rise 1896CE: Peak Indigo Exportation in India
I

Indigo remains as rare commodity to Europe i

00 500 600 700 800 300 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 * 2000 2100
Indigo Introduced to Japan ;IHEEDF;;E ?juug-ﬁgﬁg ?ijrg %if;gg ptio! Rise of Fast Fashion
via China or India

1920CE: Mingei Movement

Types of Indigo:
India: Indigofera tinctoria

Europe: Isatis tinctoria (dyer’s woad)
Colonial North America: Indigofera caroliniana & . tinctoria & Indigofera suffructicosa.

China & Japan: Polygonum tinctorium (dyer’s knotweed)



Harvested Indigo Leaf Dried Indigo Leaf
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Fermenting Indigo leaf

Wood Ash

Indigo Dye Vat

NP
Shell Ash

DIAGRAM OF SOMESHI INDIGO DYE CREATION
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Indigo scarves drying in the wind at Yoneda Kyoko’s studio, Jikonka

el .
Lt




WHY INDIGO?

e Antimicrobial

* Insect Repellent

* Fire Resistant Properties
e Natural

e Sustainable

e Beautiful

Woods outside the Little Indigo Museum






“Natural indigo is a living form and you have to build a relationship. Do not try to
control, you have to listen, or you have to actually taste, feel, use your senses in
order to get to know indigo.

Do not think that you can understand indigo quickly. It takes time, vat after vat.

You can build a relationship. It's kind of like people. Friendship, marriage, having
a child.”

Naoko Omae (Aizome Artisan)




A diorama of Edo period indigo farmers in Ai no Yakata Aizumi History Museum

CURRENT STATE OF THE
INDIGO DYEING SCENE



INNOVATION & OUTLOOK

From left to right: Watanabe’s indigo drying wheel, a pH meter, a tractor, and a soil tiller



e Variety e Connections & Contacts

e |[nnovation e Publicity

e Exclusive

e Collaboration

s we dyed with indigo at Watanabe’s in Tokushima .
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P 4 posts 29 followers 35 following .
A Living Color
Watanabe's A Living Color
Home About Stories Map Gallery

314851110 Sebe, Kamiita, Itano District, Tokushima 771-1350,
NEDED]

81 80-1835-1731

Dyehouse, Farm

C on

Watanabe's, a pioneering sixth-sector industry studio, is lead
by the visionary Kenta Watanabe. Together with his team,
they are dedicated to revolutionizing the indigo industry
through an integrated approach encompassing farming,
fermentation, and dyeing.
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Riksu Matsuzaisi

Indigo Exhibition

Aizome

What is Aizome?

Within Japan, the indigo craft, or
aizome, holds cultural significance,
tracing back to ancient times when it
was a luxury reserved for the upper
class. Over the centuries, indigo
farming and processing evolved,
making it accessible to all social
classes. Today, indigo-dyed textiles
are used in various products, from
clothing to home furnishings,

showcasing its enduring popularity.
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»"_ CHALLENGES & TAREAWAYS

Preservation of Tradition

Language Barrier

Social Media

Hobbyist Dyers o
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Indigo. leavés fermenting to be-comﬁ*sﬁkum,@’at Watanabe’s studio ¢ °

S—

" —



igo

ing with indi

)
>
O
-
D
&
]
N
O
C
(©
a
)S
i)
o
()
O
D)
i)
N
<




