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Our Goal
Understand the historical prevalence, cultural value, and
social significance of traditional indigo dyeing to Japanese
culture. 

The scope of our project includes interviewing
communities within Kyoto and Tokushima, Japan
currently affected by and involved in traditional indigo
dyeing.

Aizome artisan Riku Matsuzaki’s art exhibition
at the Myoshin-ji Keishun-in temple



Methods
Interviews

Art Students
Artisans
Farmers
Storekeepers

Museum Visits
Indigo Workshops
Mapping
Website & Social Media
Photography

A map of indigo locations we visited



What is Aizome?

Indigo scarves drying in the wind at Yoneda Kyoko’s studio, Jikonka



Timeline & Types of Indigo

Types of Indigo:
                                    India: Indigofera tinctoria 
                                    Europe: Isatis tinctoria (dyer’s woad) 
                                    Colonial North America: Indigofera caroliniana & I. tinctoria & Indigofera suffructicosa. 
                                    China & Japan: Polygonum tinctorium (dyer’s knotweed) 



Harvested Indigo Leaf

Diagram of Someshi indigo dye creation

Dried Indigo Leaf

Fermenting Indigo leaf Sukumo

Wood Ash

Shell Ash

Indigo Dye Vat
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What is Aizome?

Indigo scarves drying in the wind at Yoneda Kyoko’s studio, Jikonka



Antimicrobial

Insect Repellent

Fire Resistant Properties

Natural

Sustainable

Beautiful

Why Indigo?





“Natural indigo is a living form and you have to build a relationship. Do not try to

control, you have to listen, or you have to actually taste, feel, use your senses in

order to get to know indigo. 

Do not think that you can understand indigo quickly. It takes time, vat after vat.

You can build a relationship. It's kind of like people. Friendship, marriage, having

a child.” 
                                                                                                                                         Naoko Omae (Aizome Artisan)



A diorama of Edo period indigo farmers in Ai no Yakata Aizumi History Museum  



Innovation & Outlook

From left to right: Watanabe’s indigo drying wheel, a pH meter, a tractor, and a soil tiller



Variety

Innovation 

Collaboration

Four shirts we dyed with indigo at Watanabe’s in Tokushima

Connections & Contacts

Publicity

Exclusive



Map Socials Website





Map Socials Website



Indigo leaves fermenting to become sukumo at Watanabe’s studio

Preservation of Tradition

Language Barrier

Social Media 

Hobbyist Dyers



A student’s hands after dyeing with indigo


