and Opposition:
Power Paradox
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farms in the United States are frequently fought at a local level and rarely constructed.
This study examines four different potential causes of opposition to wind power:
economic and technical feasibility issues, environmental consequences, political obstacles,
and societal concerns. Through research of existing literature and original interviews and
surveys, we establish that economic and technical feasibility have little to do with the
success of wind power projects, and that wind turbines have only minimal impact on the
environment. The primary reason for prolonged opposition to wind power projects is a
widespread lack of understanding of the risks and benefits of wind power, which becomes
magnified by an ill-prepared and poorly-designed political process for the construction
and operation of wind turbines.
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Question 1:
pisagree 5 The idea of wind-generated
Agree 159 — Undecided 1  electricity is appealing
to me.

PR, . L — : 3. Conduct interview of Save Our Sound Rep.
I would support the idea Undecided 4 ‘ 4. Conduct interview of Greg Lemay

of building a wind farm  agree 153 —
to help help power my
home town.

5. Conduct interview of Falmouth Academy
6. Send out survey to WPI students

7. Send out survey to Facebook users

8. Collect, analyze, and graph survey results

Question 3: 9. Create pamphlet with tear-out petition
| would still support building
a wind turbine, even if it !
required obtaining at least
eleven permits first.

Disagree 41

— Undecided 31

Agree 93

common misconceptions about wind turbine technology. The survey data backs up this
conclusion; it is clear that there is wide general support for wind-powered technology, but N
as the questions become more specific, the level of support slowly begins to drop. When [
confronted with political obstacles, the amount of support drops by 37% and the level of
indecision increases by 17%. Additionally, more than 40% of those surveyed were
concerned that wind turbines would pose a significant threat to birds and bats; most
research on the subject finds that the actual danger is negligible. These and other
misconceptions combined with a laborious political process create just enough opposition
to wind power projects to keep them in litigation for years, eventually causing them to
stall out.
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