Sponsor Description:
Miljøpunkt Indre By & Christianshavn

Miljøpunkt Indre By & Christianshavn is a local non-profit organization within Copenhagen that is funded by the municipality and advises the local government on urban nature, the climate, and sustainability for the citizens of the city. Miljøpunkt, translated from Danish as “Environmental Point”, is the new name for the Agenda 21 centers in Copenhagen and existing centers across the globe. Agenda 21 is a non-binding action plan that was presented during the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development which aims to accomplish global sustainable development in the 21st century ("Miljøpunkt Indre By-Christianshavn", n.d). The centers are dedicated to implementing the plan at a local level, and Indre By (Inner City) and Christianshavn are districts that correspond to one of the Agenda 21 centers within Copenhagen, shown on the map as (1) and (2) in Figure 1.Figure 1: Map of major districts in Copenhagen
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Miljøpunkt Indre By & Christianshavn is represented by a board of 12-17 directors who work with center directors and project managers to push their project-based agenda. Members of the board may be individual representatives from a local environmental group, such as the Inner City Local Committee, Christianshavn neighborhood committees, the Council of Sustainable Transport, Middelgrunden Wind Turbine, and Green Agenda Christianshavn. Other members also include a student from the Green Network at the University of Copenhagen, a person from the School of Architecture, and someone appointed by the City Council. The board may also appoint five additional members who are “closely linked to the district and background relevant to the board” (“Vedtægter for Fonden Agendacenter Indre By-Christianshavn”, 2012) The board represents the central authority of the organization, and is key for maintaining relationships with local environmental groups. 
Miljøpunkt’s overall mission statement is to make Copenhagen a green city with less noise, more green space, clean air, and more recycling, ultimately aiding in efforts to fulfill the CPH 2025 Climate Plan. In August 2012, the City Council of Copenhagen adopted the plan with an ambitious goal to be the world’s first carbon neutral city by the year 2025 ("CPH 2025 Climate Plan", 2012). Miljøpunkt has worked diligently over the years to make gradual, yet important steps to help achieve the goal. A few of Miljøpunkt’s past efforts include: public forums and debates on air pollution, numerous projects focused on air quality analysis within the city, and examinations of bicycle behavior to determine areas of improvement (Miljøpunkt,"Clean Air", 2017). Miljøpunkt’s efforts require a high degree of collaboration with local businesses, institutions, the City of Copenhagen, the Inner City Local Committee, and other local organizations such as residents’ associations, which are groups formed by residents in close geographic proximity to address issues facing the local community. To “ensure dialogue and development within the environment” continues to make progress, Miljøpunkt collaborates with a variety of local organizations to significantly increase the impact of their projects (Miljøpunkt "About us", 2017). Miljøpunkt also has funds that can be used to support any type of local environmental projects that encourage businesses and citizens to explore the relationships and importance of the social environment, culture, and economy in the Inner city and Christianshavn districts of Copenhagen (Grant Compass, n.d.). For example, Miljøpunkt has coordinated events with local committees such as Green Walks, Clothing Swaps, and Seed Planting to actively engage with the community (M. Spang Bech, personal communication, April 4, 2019).
Miljøpunkt works closely with local environmental groups to encourage the adoption of environmental practices and regulation within the city. To promote government action, Miljøpunkt prepares technical reports that present air pollution data gathered in Copenhagen in addition to health studies that demonstrate the necessity for environmental change. Miljøpunkt also provides recommendations to the local government about how specific issues should be addressed and outlines the steps for taking political action. Cooperation with the other environmental groups within the districts of Copenhagen provides additional resources and perspectives, and allows Miljøpunkt to present a more comprehensive course of action. This process can be observed in the flowchart provided in Figure 2 where Miljøpunkt’s efforts resulted in legislation for a transition to electric buses. The legislation was passed in 2016 (McQuilling, 2016), largely due to the efforts of Miljøpunkt and the Inner City Local Committee, a group that connects citizens within the districts of Copenhagen to the City Council (“16. B-sag: Miljøvenlige offentlige busser”, 2016). As the transition to electric buses is made in Copenhagen, Miljøpunkt is working with the Inner City Local Committee and the City of Copenhagen's Technology and Environment Management (TMF) to focus on the health risks caused by emissions from diesel vehicles. Additionally, Miljøpunkt is also reaching out to local volunteers and stakeholders to obtain as much information as possible to develop creative solutions for the environmental problems facing the city (“3. Dieseldrevne Køretøjer i Indre By”, 2016). Figure 2: Flowchart to Government Action 
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