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Critical reflection on parts of WPI’s history is 
needed.



G
oa

l S
ta

te
m

en
t

3

● Gender discrimination (Binary)

● 1965-1980 (Women were admitted in 1968)

● Attitudes and practices behind policies

● Experiences of women 

● Better understanding
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Interviews

6
WPI Alumnus

7 
MIT Alumnae

41

15
WPI Alumnae

13 
WPI Faculty/

Administration
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Archival Research 



WPI did not provide adequate facilities and 
accommodations for female students.
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In the beginning, women had limited opportunities 
to participate in student activities.
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Female students were subject to unfair methods of 
assessment. 



Many women experienced sexist comments. 
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Some women experienced various forms of 
harassment. 
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Many female students struggled with a sense of 
belonging and lacked female mentorship. 
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Many female students felt heightened pressure to 
do well. 

“We had to work twice as hard to be  
accepted”

 “show you I can be here and that I     
deserve to be here”



Women found various outlets of support in 
administrators and each other. 
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Over time women found various supportive 
networks with student organizations. 



D
el

iv
er

ab
le

15

● A webpage on the Global Labs website

Above: Part of mockup as designed by Paloma Gonzalez Galvez 

https://xd.adobe.com/view/bf306d4f-408c-4f8e-b151-ce18631a5155-ea63/?fullscreen
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The project was challenging but worthwhile.



Thank you all that helped us bring this project to 
life!
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● Sponsor: Professor Stephan Sturm
● Advisors: Professor Foo &  Professor Hersh
● Global Labs: Professor Leslie Dodson & Paloma Gonzalez 

Galvez
● WPI Archives: Arthur Carlson & Amy Smid
● Lifetime Engagement Office: Monica Ellis & Maureen Maynard
● The 21 WPI alumni that were interviewed 
● The 23 former and current WPI faculty and staff that were 

interviewed 
● The 7 MIT alumni that were interviewed
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