Ms. Plattner,

Thank you so much! I’m including a little blurb to summarize the project my team and I are doing:
We are a group of students from Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, MA working with the Vacaresti Nature Park Association in Bucharest, Romania. We were supposed to be working on this project in Bucharest but with the current world situation we are working from the U.S. instead. In order to accomplish our project goals remotely we are trying to gather as much information as possible about the impact of parks on tourism. We are conducting interviews to better understand the impact of local parks and wildlife refuges to influence future public engagement endeavors in the Vacaresti Nature Park. We strongly believe this kind of research will ultimately enhance the management of Vacaresti Nature Park and better the visitor experience. 

1. In your opinion, what are the major tourist draws of Prince William County?
2. Do the nature parks in the county - Prince William Forest Park, Occoquan Bay Wildlife Refuge, Silver Lake Regional Park, etc. - impact tourism?
3. What demographics are targeted for park-based tourism?
4. What programs have parks implemented to improve their popularity with locals and out of town tourists? How could the county nature parks continue to increase their popularity with tourists?
Thank you so much for your assistance with our research. Below is our official statement regarding your participation as your responses may be included in our published report:
Your participation in this interview is completely voluntary and you may withdraw at any time.   No direct quotations will be published without your expressed permission. We can offer confidentiality but not anonymity due to the structure of this interview. No names or identifying information will appear in any of the project reports or publications without your consent. This is a collaborative project between the Parcul Natural Văcărești and WPI, and your participation is greatly appreciated. If interested, a copy of our results and the published report can be provided at the conclusion of the study. 

The information collected in this interview could be published in our paper. What information, if any, are you comfortable with us publishing - title, name, organization, type of organization, quotes (attributed), quotes (not attributed)? If you change your mind about your level of inclusion in the paper please let us know.

For more information about this research or about the rights of research participants, or in case of research-related injury, contact: gr-urbanwetlandsiqp@wpi.edu, Professor Kent Rissmiller, Tel. +001 508-831-5019, Email: kjr@wpi.edu or, Gabriel Johnson, Tel. + 001 508-831-4989, Email: gjohnson@wpi.edu.

