Hi all, 
My answers below.
 
 
1. 	Can you describe Vacaresti Park in your own words? 
Vacaresti Park is one of the few areas of the cities that actually benefited from the changes and struggles urban planning faced in Bucharest after the fall of the socialist regime. Constructed with a specific purpose in mind which was abandoned after 1990, nature reclaimed governance over the area, and doing so for over a quarter of a century led to the emergence of a specific area with a rich biodiversity and beautiful landscapes.
2. 	What is your relationship with the Vacaresti Natural Park Association?
The Vacaresti Natural Park Association has been open to mostly us organizing visits in the park area and explaining their objectives and activities. We have done such visits numerous times with students but also with participants at scientific events we organized in Bucharest. I also know colleagues of mine who are more actively involved with the Association (invited lectures or research collaboration) but I have not yet gone in that direction.
3.     What kind of research have you done in the park? 
My researches involving the park have mostly concentrated on the contribution of the area to the green infrastructure of Bucharest (especially at spatial level through connectivity analysis and indexes) and also the potential role of the park as a nature-based solution promoting a good response to societal challenges and integrating it in the urban planning process. We analyzed planning documents and made stakeholders network analysis for green areas in Bucharest (which included the park area). I have done little to no on-field research in the park.
4. 	You research and teach about green infrastructure and ecosystem services. How would you describe the infrastructure currently in place in Vacaresti?
The large surface of the Park makes it have the potential of forming a core area of the green infrastructure network in Bucharest, but in-depth analysis should demonstrate how structural and functional connectivity can be improved. The area currently offers a great number of ecosystem services but attention should be placed on the fine balance between services and disservices, and also scientific analysis about which trade-offs are acceptable. I’m not sure about the part of the question regarding the infrastructure currently in place in Vacaresti, I feel like it fits the purpose at this point.
a. 	What kinds of changes could be made to improve the infrastructure for recreation and conservation?
I cannot answer the question, as a key element would be first defining what we want (as a city) to do with this area? If we want it to be included in the heavy-use for recreation (as some urban parks are) then it is clear the further infrastructure needs to be developed. But what if we keep it just for educational and scientific purposes, and put more emphasis on conservation? Then infrastructure should or could be kept to a minimum.
5. 	Is it possible to strike a balance between human activity in the park and ecosystem conservation in regards to infrastructure? How?
Now that is a million-dollar question conservationists are struggling to answer always. Of course, theoretically it’s possible to find a balance between human activities and ecosystem conservation – keeping in mind this is a dynamic balance continuously readjusting itself as social, economic or conservation patterns change. Of course, there are proven principles of things to do for reaching the balance (restricting the number of visitors at once, developing clear paths of access, using only traditional and landscape-friendly materials and construction etc.). I fear that in weak planning and regulating systems (as it is the case with Bucharest), with low funding and as public / private stakeholders struggle to always work together for a common goal, it is still difficult to reach such a balance, hence the harder efforts the administration has to make.
 
The information collected in this interview could be published in our paper. What information, if any, are you comfortable with us publishing - title, name, organization, type of organization, quotes (attributed), quotes (not attributed)?
 
All of the above.

