A : do you mind if we record this?

S : It’s gonna look like a weird guy with glasses 

A : It's more about the audio so we don't miss anything

S: Yeah, I don’t care.

A : So, I’m just going to go through the questions, and if we have anything else come up we’ll ask about that. So can you tell us a little bit more about your organization, specifically what you ado and how you impact your park?... How you impact the ecosystem of the park, what your organization does in regards to that

S: we are working basically with wild animals in ecology and also wild rehabilitations. For example, we have an injured animal. We have created a wildlife rescue center so the injured animals can come to us and we can take care of them for free. This is the 3rd rescue center in ROmania. There’s two more which are a bit older and they work with larger animals. We work with small animals such as foxes, ferrets, stuff like that, bats. Lots of bats. And this is one service that we do. We offer this type of support. For example there was a fire recently in the park. I don't know if you heard… Burned badly, and we were there to help with the intervention in case any wild animals got burned and we would've taken them to the emergency veterinary care. But, what we also do is education stuff. For example, we organize international bat night. That’s a thing in Europe. We have organizations called EuroBats. That’s from (an agreement 2:12) in 1979, and after that the secretariat made an agreement with a lot of countries around here and if you sign it you are obliged to follow some rules about bat conservation, especially migratory bat conservation. And once a year we organize international bat night. We call in local media groups and stuff like that, and people. And we have 200-300 participants which are coming to firstly look at a slideshow, 45 minutes about that, and after that we have an hour of walking with a bat protector and people can see how bats echolocate and stuff like that. We also put bat houses inside the part, so that these guys… so that bats can have some habitat. But unfortunately, I don't know how much you know about the park. It was initially a lake reservoir, which was … for recreational purposes. In the communist era, there were Ceaucescu wanted to make a large reservoir for rowboating. I don't know.. I forgot. WHats the name of the sport? And, that is a huge basin covered in cement and initially it was a village there. And after that huge basin, some soil swept in. We have some natural springs there and all of that became somehow wild. So you have 20-30 year old ecosystem, maybe more than 30 years old. Which is not very evolved. So you have some bushes, some blah blah, some trees. Not so important habitats for land mammals. Mostly for birds. We don’t quite do birds. We work with them in the rehabilitation center. For example if you have an injured bird, what we can do we do, because usually a fracture for an injured bird means that you have to euthanize it. The bones are not going to fit themselves because they are full of air. So yeah it's a super cool place for birds. Those lakes created by the springs have been a super habitat for migratory birds. Also for breeding birds They’ve a lot of breeding going on in the area. So that's mostly why the park is moving forth, not for other types of animals. Mostly birds in my point of view. And, yeah people started coming there slowly. There was, people didn't quite know about the area until 2015 or something like that, or 2014 when we started talking about this with the association from the vacarest natural park. These guys wanted it to declare it a natural park, not national. National and natural. Natural park is a bit less protective than a national park in romanian legislation. It’s like category 4 or something like that, or category 4 or 5. I think 4. You know what I'm talking about?

A : that's the european general environmental regulation..

S: IUCN is international. It’s international union of the conservation of nature. Okay, IUCN. These guys have some categories. So from 1 which are reserves, to like 7 or something like that, which are general reserves or whatever. So this is in the middle or even less important. It’s not so strict as conservation. In national parks in Romania, you can do sustainable development. You can build. Unfortunately, one wanted to build the rehabilitation center inside the park but we were not allowed. We are not allowed to build on the dam. So the park is actually still a hydro building. Something like that. A hydro construction. You’re not allowed to build anything on a hydro construction. Even if it's a natural park. Even something with a foundation. We built some stuff with some wood but nothing with a foundation. And okay, after 2015 or something like that people started noticing the area. It got a lot of attention. Prince charles came to visit it blah blah blah. People were, it was basically a trash dump you know? I mean besides the lakes, animals, and the birds. The rest of it was a trash dump and a fireplace. Guys were coming in and torching the place. And this is what's happening right now. Again again and again, and it is impossible to control this. Even if we have rangers there and stuff like that. But, it’s started going down. There were these initiatives, like “Let’s do it, Romania”, which people took out a lot of trash from, and tons and tons of trash. A lot of attention. Even the President came to pick up trash. Even the prime minister. (((((AT 8 MIN))))

So yeah, people now know about it. We created paths inside. We tried to give some accessibility to the are because its not very accessible. It was not very accessible. Now we have some routes, and people go there to run. Some go there to barbecue, and we try to make them stop. Thats a pretty aggressive way of making them stop with the police and stuff like that. And yeah, it’s basically a mosquito filled shithole which is full of …. It is awesome to have a place like this near your home. Maybe, slowly, introducing native species because you have a lot of invasive species, as in terms of vegetation. Stuff which is growing randomly near the roads, you know. Stuff that is invasive. Most of the vegetation in the park is composed of this. Besides the waterfall areas which are awesome, no. Sorry I am speaking as man man

A: That answers a lot of the questions. We were going to ask you about describing  Vacaresti Nature Park in your own words and I think you’ve done that quite a bit. Did you have anything to add to that on your description of the park

S: Recreational stuff or what?

It is basically super cool real estate for a lot of people who want to put their hands on it, but can’t. So this is the awesome part of the park. But a lot of old people are coming. I told you about the people who are moved by Ceascuecu before it was a village there. There are a lot of people trying to go back. Ok, go. Next one

A : What exactly is your partnership with Vacaresti Nature Park?

S: We are in the consultative council, something like that. It's a council that unites once a year or something like that And they ask us, they consult us on stuff. “We should do that, yes or no?” and we have an opinion. And besides that we had an agreement we had a project funded by IKEA. IKEA basically helped us build a rehabilitation center and also helped us do a lot of cool things, and we brought  people there with their agreement and limited support. Pretty limited. Basically we were obliged to get our own generators, get our own stuff. They were just saying you could do it. But they helped us mount some bat roosts and stuff like that in the park, that were later destroyed by woodpeckers. Apparently they like bat roosts. They make holes in them. We helped them in some studies. We helped in some maps. We are helping them with photos for their publication materials, and if they have some questions about bats or other animals they can call us. It's a pretty limited collaboration. In the meantime. natural 2000,; Natural 2000 is a European Conservation Network. All of the natural, protected areas of Romania have been annexed by the state.I say annexed because its a pretty abusive move. They’ve made a ministry, which I mean an administration, which deals with natural protected areas. It’s called ANAMP. A N A M P. These guys are the national administration for the protection of natural areas. And guys took custodies from people who fought to create natural parks. Basically they took everything. If you had a project that was EU funded, they had a right to take it, you know, fuck you. And guys have a big problem, because this is an urban protected natural area, and it's somehow divided between this administration and the city council,  so it's a dispute right now, i'm not sure where the  natural park administration, the guys from the association stand anymore. I don't know if they fir in somewhere now. Yeah, that’s a problem. So right now we don’t know. Besides this pandemic, this is also a big problem. So we kinda stopped doing stuff there, basically. 

A: So you were saying that you had worked  a little with animal health in Vacaresti Park, and do you have a general idea of the condition of animals coming out of Vacaresti Park?

S: Yeah. It depends, what do you want to know?

A: Is there conditions that may be environmentally caused, like is there pollution in the area that might be causing long term illnesses and not just broken bones?

S: Yeah yeah. People are washing their cars in the water. This has happened. It was a habit for some. There was an access ramp in the southeastern part……. (Connection issues)... A lot of pollution from the waste which were dumped there. We did not see problematic animals based on that but I'm sure there are some problems because of that. Now not so much, but maybe the pollution does not go away that fast from the soil or the water. We had otters there which was awesome. The otters were cool. We had two roadkill otters. They just left the area and got hit by the cars immediately next to the park. I think that's the most  important mammal, the most important key species in the park in terms of mammals. Birds you can find a lot of information about that, I have no idea. Yeah, foxes don’t look so good.. They are pretty weak. It's not a super wild area. It’s kind of an abandoned place that is good for birds, because they can fly away, nothing else. We have a lot of bats in Bucharest. We have 11 species of bats. This is what we have been working on. There are a lot of bats around the park but we have almost none inside. Because they are attracted to light and insects, which are not too much there. I mean there are alot of insects there but not so much light, not so many roots, so they cannot stay there too much for now

A : What do you think is the best benefit the park has to offer?

S: What do you mean?

A: So either in the future or right now, what is the best thing the park does for the local community or wildlife or even both?

S: (Connection Issues) Recreational purposes. It also provides a stepping stone for migratory vbirds. This is the stepping stone part and also the breeding part is super cool, you know. I can go jog there, and do some natural activities. You can help people realize that protecting nature is important, stuff like that. These kind of blah blah is good, but conservation wise it is not super important

A: Is there anything you think that would improve that usefulness for the environment or for species in general in the bucharest area?

S: Yeah, for sure. For example you can start planting some natural vegetation there, which will help grow habitats for the species. This was not done, and it is important to be done. It was just left like this, so im not okay with this. I'd like to see some seeds or some saplings off some natural plants, you know. Limit the access of people in important areas in the park with some fences, but fences are not good for animals, so i don't know exactly about that. There's a lot of things to say I think. I think I would better answer you guys in the email with this. I have 8% battery now.

A: Okay, we will continue via email then.

S: And anything you guys want to ask. Something we could speak face to face for something important like this. SOmething that is not so easily answered by email

Arnold: What is the general situation in Bucharest? I understand your office was broken into recently

Stefan: Hah yeah, fuck. That was incredible. The office was the rehabilitation center, and we have...A lot of romanians came back from Europe with the pandemic. A lot of them are not nice people, so most likely when these guys came back they started doing their old businesses. So, we got robbed. We are in the middle of nowhere next to Bucharest, next to Vacrest Natural Park a few kilometers away. We basically just lock up and go away, now we have to install a security system. And were getting fined by the police for not having a security system so that’s incredible. These guys are like robbing us and now we get a fine for being robbed because why not you know? This is Romania! Hah,  you know, fuck you! You are not allowed to get robbed! Take some more, like a thousand euros. Yeah so we got robbed for less which is the fine. But it was.. It is funny. The situation now is not very good because this pandemic stuff is pretty strange. But in general toward the conservation of nature, it has started to improve I mean in bucharest the last few years there are a lot of organizations which are working with wild animals including us and we are doing a lot of work with kids and stuff like that and we are seeing this improvement in their mentality. Not killing animals anymore. Not giving them bad food. Calling us in case they see an injured animal. If bats invade their home they know what to do. SLowly, slowly, things are improving. But very slow.

A: Okay, unless you have any questions for us, I think we’ll leave you here unless anyone else in the call has some questions.

M: I’m good, but thank you very much for answering these. It's been very helpful for us.

S: No problem guys
