Interview with Cristian Ioja
4/13/2020, 8:00am EDT
Location: Zoom
Group Members Present: EC (Leader), Arnold, Sarah, and Matt
Notes:

1. Can you describe Vacaresti Park in your own words? 
I don’t know your knowledge of the the park, but here are some papers *shares Screen*
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1618866718301456 - Paper he mentions, 

the lake was to facilitate the olympic games and for flood control  - 1930, this has been in plan since then. engineers find engineering is unsound, in 1986, 
In short, this park initially represents the failure of planning first for the initial project, and all later plans, he was involved in other projects to try to make use of the area and they all failed. 
in terms of conservation you have to be careful, it is like an island, it does not have a nice surroundings, large landfills, power plant, its surroundings are not hospitable for mammals, being a “trap”

2. In the chapter you provided, a variety of uses are proposed for the use of Vacaresti Nature Park. In your opinion, which is the most feasible? The best? Why?
[image: ]
Control of biodiversity of the park in terms of native species, also agricultural activity intensive and experimental activity could be interesting for the area. One of the main challenges related to exotic and alien species; some have become aggressive to human health. Ailanthus altissima  species ---China. Allergenic plants. The impact to human health is very high due to these plants. Smaller invertebrates can affect the health of humans. You have to control the benefits of biodiversity for the citizens. Regulate the area for ecological, nature experience recreation. It should not be wild and totally uncontrolled. The park has small mammals and carnivores. Foxes can transmit disease (rabies?) and this is dangerous due to proximity to people. 
3. Ecological park that is oriented toward ecological, agricultural experiment, could be an interesting start for this area. You research green infrastructure and ecosystem services. How would you describe the infrastructure currently in place in Vacaresti?
fish are not healthy to eat due to the surroundings 
emerging natural infrastructure. 
need restoration, to reduce contaminants, organic waste, work on beautification, 
need to control the invasive species, propagate native species for the area. 
a. What kinds of changes could be made to improve the infrastructure for recreation and conservation? 
needs to have limited social infrastructure, the social infrastructure, needs to be efficient in regards to people. people are interested in areas like vacaresti, people need areas like this. 
more safety and cleanliness focus.
dangerous for children, many places where you can get injured, lots of construction waste disposal, glass and other trash types
people who live in the park, mostly in the summer. Other activities along the permieter like prostitution and other crimes

b. Is it possible to strike a balance between human activity in the park and ecosystem conservation in regards to infrastructure? How?
at this moment it is not possible to damage the ecosystem, it needs intervention before it becomes useful. 
compared to residential blocks, the urban nature area is hard to control. 
if you don’t control the species, you end up with disruptive species, it's not enough to have legislation, if the people don’t like something, for animals in this area it is impossible for animals to leave, a fox has no choice but to leave for the city if there are problems in the park. people do not yet understand that wild animals are not pets, wild animals will be aggressive, you need to train the people to understand this. 
4. Are there any steps that should be taken to clarify the position of Vacaresti Nature Park in Bucharest urban planning?
		in this moment, the park has designated it a nature protected area. IUCN - cat 5
after this, it is mandatory for cities to include the park in aducate measures to help protect the park, bucharest has no updated plan only now starting to work on one from ~ 2008.  private investors like the current state, it is easy to manipulate the city.  the ministry of environment changed how the protected areas  were managed, removing the ability for NGOs to be given management of the park. the ministry of environment ends this partnership in 2016. 

a. Are there changes necessary to the current operation of the park, park infrastructure, or park media?
Some of the master plan team is involved with conservation, and they would  be able to clarify a lot of things with this area. Also, when the master plan will be finished: It is mandatory to be introduced in the public debate. It is impossible to try to change the status of this area in the master plan in order to do other things in this area without the reaction of the people and NGOs. Generally, the people do not like this area. It is different and unsafe. Citizens think this area should be used for a park, or luxury houses, or a stadium. Not very many want a protected area. It is not very easy to promote investment here because not so many people support the park. Authorities are afraid to promote projects that can affect this area. Social media is not so important here as those who are making the master plan do not look to it. If you want to change a decision or have a say you must write a report and send it to the authorities. The area is NOT endangered. It is not enough to press the authorities with media and social media. The politicians are immune to this. 

Recent fire in the area. Case studies in Berlin. Area converted into a nature park. (Should find name in the audio recording here)  
comments on article: http://www.ziare.com/stiri/incendiu/arde-delta-vacaresti-vantul-puternic-a-extins-focul-pe-20-000-mp-galerie-foto-video-1598943
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southern part of berlin - Tiergarten park in Berlin similar area (210 acres) 
Impermeable area - a huge issue that needs to be dealt with. Need to also provide a pathway from the park to outside of the city to get rid of the 
i. Of those changes, which are of the utmost priority?

5. Your paper ends with recommending participatory planning. How do you locate engaged individuals who are also educated in ecosystem services? 
It's difficult; but people in Bucharest have been becoming more and more green, especially with the young people. The education of his children has been much different than his
‘Control the nature, use all the resources, ensure progress of society’ - communist education
‘You need to be careful with the insects, you need to be careful with the birds’
step-by -step changes.
Participatory planning is difficult, especially on a large scale. Find different groups and do role-playing games. They do this in the university with 5 or 6 groups. Each group has a facilitator, and they try to find the solutions to different projects. Each person acts as a different group i.e. city hall, residents, … Good to think like the different people in order to address all perspectives. The main idea of participatory planning is to have a consensus, final agreement, 
In this case, we cant do this kind of activity; its impossible to do this - participatory planning also means to develop some kind of platforms where people can bring light to different issues.



i. What should be done if the residents don’t favor conservation?
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Nothing is accidental.

several outbreaks of fire exactly on the day with gusts of wind. A method that works in Greece, around
Athens where there is no space to build.

Really?

Do you have the impression that something will ever be built in that pit?

Well, it wasn't built

On Sos Oltenitei, a little higher from Big, on the opposite side, when there was to
be a park, Sun Plaza, is not on Vacaresti, below a little bit from where in the past
it was the Vacaresti Monastery, where it is now on the Alley with Castani,
staircase that led to the monastery vacaresti ex p secaria.Cati would not put his
hand on this park. Down on the Dambovita Cheiu, there are those tower blocks
... before it was all Delta Vacaresti .... Delta or not, it is less important , that it is
normal to remain a park, that already everything that is around, is very crowded,
Parco Polivalenta, you have no place for cars, shops ... only the park is no
longer ... on the side to build, when in the days it was a park, it was Piscului
Square and Constructoru sports base. They were well thanked in the park, now
they are gone and it is full of buildings ... children where to play, to breathe fresh
air ...

Correction

Finish with this stupidity of Delta Vacaresti. There is no delta there. Definition from DEX - "DELTA, delta, sf
Form of relief resulting from the deposit of the shore and of sand when pouring a running water in a lake, in
the sea or in the ocean, on a land with a smooth slope, in the conditions of no tides and the action of coastal
currents ". Therefore, there is a marsh that appeared as a result of the construction of the crown that
prevented spring water and the accumulation of meteoric water to flow naturally into Dambovita.
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OK .... MosGerila .... you are asked to move on to the next nick
HAHAHAHAHAH !!' @ @ ©

A fire broke out Monday afternoon in Delta Vacaresti. The Inspectorate for Emergency Situations
Bucharest-lifov specifies that the strong wind has extended the fire by about 20,000 square
meters.

You answered the question you asked yourself

using a colloquial address that | don't remember being allowed. A relatively small investment for
drainage of the area, plus an ignorance of the flora and fauna existing in the area resulting in
their destruction, facts for which nobody will care, will result in obtaining hundreds of hectares
of land for real estate investments. You will say that this will last. | know very well that it will last,
but those who govern these plans also make them for long periods of time, times that exceed the
duration of a human life, being aware and relying on i is is their strength. Returning to our
problem, | advise you to read the book "Calea Vacaresti” by I. Peltz (possibly if you find an
edition with illustrations by Tia Peltz) and look on the Internet for pictures with the Vacaresti
Monastery and the neighborhood near it. You will be surprised. Regards.

Calea Vacaresti

There were houses near houses, they had all the gardens, a man was growing a
pig, chickens and of course growing vegetables. It was that derdelus, where we
children were sledding ... up, down, all day ... curious we didn’t get tired, we
didn't have furniture , | did not know what kind of sweets, then mentosanu
zaharu cough was worn, but we were breathing fresh air and moving. A little
below the derdelus, there was a house on the sidewalk, where a police car was
hidden ... and which had radar ... and was waiting for the firing. This was 70 and
above. Cars were rare and pollution of course. zero, the trees remained green,
until late autumn ... and interestingly, there were no storms to take everything in
their path. Now | see that they cut the crown at the trees, not to give it the storm
... but air, who can give ... Martians
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2012 National Geographic ... :)))

they discovered the place :)))) although we have all been near the folds since it was a tiny marsh that in fact the whole
course of Dambovita in Bucharest, the end of the 70s, naturally extended, when Ceusescu thought to bring the ships. at
Mihailesti ) From 2016 is called the Vacaresti Natural Park and that's what others have discovered -))) Delta, we can name
all Bucharest because Dambovita has two tributaries Ciorogarla in NE and Colentina in E :)))) Good luck with the abolition
of the slaughterhouse that those from National Geographic were dying of asphyxiation of the "deita” perfume and the odors

" (arata tot comentariul )

OK ... sorry Kasper! What is the weather like in Lugano ???

still on the lake you live 2?? what number do you have at the tent?
ps. | am a sportsman, all my life | have done sports ... @ & T RAS AT

Father

if you were giving an exam at ASE, probably in the 2000s when geography was compulsory and you mentioned Park or Delta near the
former Vacaresti Monastery, you were pa Il good luck with these from the outside because they opened our eyes and showed us the cat ...
and natural Il

he, he, he, ....

... that comes to the institute of economic studies and planning vladimir ilici lenin (ISEP, ASEP,
ASE) formerly the Commercial Academy), do you remember the prophecy about falling the ball
on the roof of the building?

ps

1 remember perfectly the words "Trade is the soul of the nation” that were on the frontispiece of
the Kretulescu Commercial School .
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