1. Could you tell us about your organization?
We are working with wild animals in ecology and rehabilitation. They have a wildlife rescue center, third in Romania, to care for smaller injured animals. Mostly foxes, ferrets, and lots of bats. They offer this kind of support. They helped care for the wild animals in the park, like after the recent fire. They also do education stuff. They organize international abt nights. There is an agreement that obliges countries to follow rules about migratory bat conservation. They have 200-300 participants to see a presentation about bats and walking with bat detectors to see how bats eccologcate. There are bat houses inside the park that they provided so the bats have some habitat. Summary of park history, the park was meant for rowing and kayaking so it’s a huge basin covered in cement. Soil slipped in and there is some spring somewhere, only 30 years old. Not a very evolved ecosystem so it’s best for birds as opposed to land mammals. They do not do a lot of work with birds, the ones they see at the rehab center mostly need to be euthanized because their bones do not heal so a broken bone will never be fixed. The park is most important for birds, migratory and breeding birds. People didn't know about the area until 2014 or 2015 when the association started talking to them about it. National park is more than a natural/nature park, they are level like 4 or 5 so there are less protections provided to Vacarest. They wanted to build the rehab center in the park but they are not allowed to build anything in a hydro structure, nothing with a foundation at least. It was basically a trash dump beside the lakes and the birds; everything was a trashdump and a fireplace. It is impossible to control, even with rangers there. Initiatives like “Let’s do this Romania’ President and PM and people came to remove trash. They tried to add paths and some accessibility and people go to run, others go to barbecue but they try to make them leave. It’s a mosquito field, shithole that is full of birds. It’s awesome to have a place like this near your home and maybe in the future introduce native species, most of the vegetation is invasive. Super cool real estate for a lot of people who want to put their hands on it but can't. A lot of old people are coming back who used to live there, before it was demolished.
2. Have you visited Vacaresti?
a. If so, please describe Vacaresti Nature Park in your own words
3. What is the extent of your partnership with Vacaresti Nature Park?
In the consultative council. They meet once a year and consult on the park. Have a project funded by IKEA, helped build the rehab center and do a lot of cool things. Brought people there with their limited support. They pretty much just said they could do it and helped mount some bat roosts that were later destroyed by woodpeckers. Helped with some studies, maps, photos, answer questions about bats and stuff. Pretty limited partnership. All of the protected natural areas have been annexed by the state. There is an administration that deals with protected natural areas ANAMP and they protect natural areas. They took custody from people who fought to make natural parks. If anything is EU funded they had the right to take it. The association has a big problem with it because it’s divided by the ANAMP and the city council. He’s not sure if the association fits in anymore. Kind of stopped doing stuff there because of the questionable legal standing.
4. Do you assist with animal health in Vacaresti Park?
There is pollution, people wash their cars in the water. There is an access ramp (unintelligible). Lots of pollution from the waste that is dumped there and the fires. They didn’t see any problematic animals, now not so much. They have otters there but they had two road kill otters. They left the area and got hit by the cars immediately. They are the most key species of the park in terms of mammals. No idea about the birds, there;s information out there. The foxes don’t look good, they look pretty weak . It isn’t a super wild area, it's an abandoned place that’s only good for birds. 11 species of bats in Bucharest, lots of bats around the park but none inside because the bats are attracted to lights and insects and there isn’t much light in the park.	Comment by Matt Rando: :(
a. If so, what is the general condition of the animals you have seen?
5. What do you believe the greatest benefits of the park are?
Provide for recreational purposes but also provides a stepping stone for migratory birds. You can jog there , do some recreational activities, and help people learn about protecting nature. Not super important observation wise.
start planting natural vegetation, native vegetation planting. Limit access of people to the park with fences. Lots of things. He would better answer this in email. 

General condition in Bucharest? How is that?
	Office broken into - rehabilitation center. Lots of Romanians came back from Europe due to the pandemic. When they came back they most likely did their old ‘businesses’. Got robbed. Their building is in the middle of nowhere. They usually just lock up. Do not have a security system. They got fined by the police for not having a security system. They got robbed for less than the fine. 
Not a good situation. In general, for conservation of nature there has been improvement in Bucharest. Doing a lot of work with kids and they see improvement in their mentality. Feeding and helping animals. Slowly, things are improving. 
6. One of the biggest challenges in our project is balancing conservation with community access in the plans we suggest. Do you have any suggestions to help protect the ecosystem of Vacaresti while encouraging positive public use of the park?
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