QUESTIONNAIRE  FOR URBAN WETLANDS TEAM
1. Can you describe Văcărești Park in your own words?
Văcărești Natural Park is a green-blue oasis, to which nature itself contributed.
And when I say this, I mean how, in the case of this park, nature can be considered the main landscape architect. This protected area created a natural breach, in the middle of a metropolitan area, in a continuous expansion, with a high density of houses, inversely proportional to the oxygenante-blue-green surfaces. At the same time, due to the geographical position in the middle of the artificial, suffocating infrastructures, especially in the hot season, the Văcărești park attracts a remarkable number of visitors, whose activities are diverse: weekend recreation, bike rides on the paths surrounding the lake, workshops. painting for children, bird watching, picnicking.
 
2. Is it possible to strike a balance between conservation and anthropic development in the park?
The idea of declaring this green-blue oasis a protected area, aimed at enhancing an area of approx. 180ha, initially aquatic, remained inert for almost 3 decades. Regarding the balance between conservation and anthropic development, in PN Văcărești, we can say that, at present, in this park are predominant relaxation activities, especially for families with children (walking or cycling, drawing workshops with children, activities educational activities, during the day), but also activities for those interested in nocturnal wildlife (substantially reduced this year, due to drought).
Regarding the relation of anthropic conservation-development, I consider that Decision no. 349/2016, declaring Văcărești Natural Park, is largely respected, but ... from
unfortunately, there are still visitors who circumvent the rules set by the park administration.
3. How do you approach the divergence of views of stakeholders?
Regarding the divergence of opinion of the stakeholders, I can say that, at this point, the conflict situations have relaxed, but not in totality. There are several types of park users, namely: families with young children, preschoolers and schoolchildren: in general, this target group has a responsible attitude towards nature; teenagers - are more interested in dynamic activities, such as: bicycle touring, running, even volunteering activities, waste collection, etc., but also vandalism, in certain circumstances (alcohol consumption, heirs against other colleagues, etc.); pensioners - interested in environmental appreciation, sport fishing etc. but also people of the street who, voluntarily or involuntarily, set fire to the dry vegetation, causing great damage to the landscape of the park, without assuming responsibility. In this context, the park administration should find solutions to identify the perpetrators of vandalism and drastically sanction them.
4.Our project is similar to your work. Do you have any tips for us when it comes to researching this topic? Are there any topics that you can't research in depth and do you think it would be worthwhile for us to look into?
How do you envisage the next steps for the management and development of the park?
Here are some suggestions:
Document yourself very well, on the study area
Identify the strengths and weaknesses of the study area
Compare the bibliographic information with the reality in the field
Conduct an inquiry among groups interested in this topic
Design an Action Plan for sustainable management and enhancement of the protected area

